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BOOTGH  OP  PLINT. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Memoers  of  the  Borough 
Council  of  Flint, 


Mr,  MayoPj  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough  for  the  year  195^ • The  mid-ycar  population  was  estimated  as 
14? 210,  the  same  as  in  1955* 

The  live-hirths  numbered  245  compared  vdth  246  in  19555  giving  a 
slight  fall  in  the  birthrate,  which  was  still  above  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole.  There  were  5 still-births,  compared  v;ith  5 i^ 
the  previous  year.  During  the  year  13  infants  under  a year  old  died, 
compared  with  5 in  1955*  Icn  of  the  13  were  under  a month  old. 

Deaths  of  residents  amounted  to  I46  (I63  in  1955)  giving  a fall  in 
the  death  rate,  ¥/hich  was  lower  than  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

Of  the  total  of  deaths,  over  fourty-four  percent,  wore  duo  to  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  and  over  twenty-four  percent,  to  cance 
cancer  of  one  type  or  another.  The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  was 
increased.  There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy  and 
childbirth.  Deaths  duo  to  infectious  or  notifiable  diseases  included 
3 due  to  pneumonia  and  1 due  to  tuberculosis. 

Concerning  tuberculosis,  there  were  12  now  pulmonary  cases  and  2 
non-pulmonary  cases,  compared  with  10  and  2 in  1955* 

During  the  year,  there  wore  I84  notifications  of  infectious  and 
notifiable  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis),  the  majority  being  measles 
and  whooping  cough.  There  was  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  during  the 
summer. 

Sections  C,D  and  E,  concerning  water  supplies,  sev/orago,  factories’ 
inspections,  sanitary  inspections,  housing  and  food  and  drugs,  were 
again  written  by  J/tr,  D,I,  Kennedy,  your  Public  Health  Inspector,  to  whom 
I continue  to  be  indebted  for  his  excellent  work  and  loyal  co-operation. 

His  work  continues  to  be  of  the  highest  standard. 

In  conclusion,  I v/ish  to  thank  all  the  officers  of  the  Council  for 
their  willing  help  at  all  times  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Mr. .Mayor,  Ladies  and'  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.J,  FRASER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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SECTION  Ao 


Social  Conditions,  includinig;  Vital  Statistics, 


Areas  5,243  statutory  acres c 

Populations  (l951  Census) s 14,257?  Registrar  General's  Estimate  at 

ffiid-yeari  19^6%  14,210. 

Numlier  of  Inhabited  Houses s 3 , 985 • 

Average  number  of  persons  per  houses  3.58 

Population  Density?  2.28  persons  per  statutory  acre. 

Rateable  Values  £136,088.  Product  of  Penny  Ratos  £540. 

Vital  Statisticss  Those  arc  presented  in  tabular  form.  For  purpose  of 
comparison  figures  for  last  year  are  given,  and,  where  appropriate,  the 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

TABLE  I, 


LIVE-BIRTHS 


Males. 

Females. 

Total, 

Legitimate 

118 

113 

231 

Illegitimate 

8 

6 

14 

Total 

126 

245 

(1955  totals  246  births). 
Live-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  populations 

1955  " 17.31?  1956 

- 17.24 

England  and  Waless  Live-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population? (provisional )- 

1955s  15.0?  1956?  15-7? 

These  figures  show  that  there  was  one  birth  fewer.  The  birth  rate 
is  well  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  The  Registrar 
General's  "comparability  factor"  of  0.98,  still  leaves  the  rate  high,  at 
16.89  per  1,000  population. 


TABLE  II. 

STILL-BIRTHS  - 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males. 

1 

Females. 

4 

Total, 

5 

Total 

1 

4 
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(1955  totals  5). 

Still-Birth  Rato  per  1,000  live  and  still-birthss  I955  - 19-92j  I956  - 

20. 0| 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  populations  I955  “ 0.35^  I956  - O.355 
England  and  Walcss  Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births s 

1955  " 23.15  1956  - 23.05 

The  still-birth  rate  for  the  Borough  shov/s  no  change.  There  wore 
5 still-births  in  195^,  compared  with  5 1955* 


TABLE  III. 


DEATH  (GEKERAL)  ' RATE  - 

Males,  Pomalos,  Total. 

All  ages  (all  causes)  83  63  I46 

(1955  totals  163). 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  populations  1954  - 9.49?  1955  “ 11.47?  1956  - 10.27? 

England  and  Vfaless  Death  Rate  per  1,000  populations  1954  ~ 11.3?  1955  “ 

11.71  1956  - 11.75 

The  general  death  rate  shows  a slight  fall  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  There 
wore  17  fewer  deaths  in  the  Borough,  This  crude  death  rate  is  lower  than 
the  rate  for  England  and  V/ales  as  a whole. 

DEATHS  (general)  AMLYSIS  - 

Examination  of  this  Table  shows  that  there  were  65  deaths  due  to- 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  and  36  deaths  from  cancer  of 
all  sites.  Corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  are  71  and  22 
respectively.  There  was  1 death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  as  in  1955* 
Deaths  from  pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases  totalled 
9 (27  in  1955).  There  were  7 deaths  from  lung  cancer,  compared  with  3 in 
1955?  1 ia  1954  and  11  in  1953.  There  were  no  deaths  due  to  motor  accidents, 
nor  to  suicide. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  non-re spiratory  tuberculosis.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  poliomyelitis,  measles,  meningitis 
or  influenza.  There  was  no  death  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion. 
Accidents  (other  than  motor  accidents)  accounted  for  7 deaths. 
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Cause  of  Death 

M 

. E. 

TOTAL, 

RATE  PER  1,000 
POPULATION. 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

0.14 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach 

2 

3 

5 

0,35 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

7 

7 

0.49 

Breast 

-- 

1 

1 

0.07 

Hyperplasia  Prostate 

2 

2 

0.14 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatio  Neoplasms 

13 

10 

23 

1,61 

Vascular  Lesion  of  Nervous  System 

9 

13 

22 

1.54 

Coronary  Disease  - Angina 

9 

6 

15 

1.05 

Hypertension  ?/ith  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

0.07 

Other  Heart  Disease 

8 

7 

15 

1.05 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

6 

12 

0.84 

Pneumonia 

3 

« 

0.21 

Bronchitis 

3 

3 

6 

0.42 

Gastritis, Enteritis 5 Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

0.07 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

1 

3 

0.21 

Other  Defined  & Illdefined  Diseases 

5 

8 

13 

0.91 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  accidents 

6 

1 

7 

0.49 

Suicide 

n. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

0.07 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

0.07 

Other  Tuberculosis 

•OM 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

0.07 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

» 

Nephritis  & Nephrosis 

2 

3 

5 

0.35 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

Total  . . . . 83 

TABLE 

63 

V. 

146 

DEATHS  (maternal)  - 

Causes  associated  with  pregnancy  a 

,nd 

childbirth.  ' 

There  was  no  death 

attributable  to  these  causes  in  1956?  comp 

1954. 

TABLE 

lared 

VI. 

with  one 

in  1955>  and  none 

DEATHS  (iNEAIfflLE)  - i.e.  Infants  nnHar 

one  year  old,  ~ 

Males,  Eemales,  Total, 

Legit ima to 

6 

6 

12 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

— 1 

Total 

(1955  total;  5) 

♦ 

6 

13 

4 


Infantile  Death-Rcate  of  legitimate  babies  per  1,000  legitimate  birthss 

1953  - 28.22J  1954  - 27.23|  1955  - 21. 18?  1956  - 51.94^ 

Infantile  Death-Rate  of  illegitimate  babies  per  1,000  illegitimate 
birthss  1953  - nilj  1954  - nilj  1955  “ nil|  1956  - ?1.42j 

Infantile  Death-Rate  per  1,0C0  live-births  (legitimate  and  illegitimate) s 
1953  - 26.6l|  1954  - 26,02§  1955  - 20.32|  1956  - 53.065 

England  and  Wales,  Infantile  Death-Rate  per  1,000  live-births  (legitimate 
and  illegitimate )s  1953  - 26.05  1954  “ 25.5?  1955  " 24. 9|  1956  - 23.85 

The  infantile  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  reached  a new  low 
record  of  23.8  per  1,000  live-births.  The  rate  for  Elint  Borough  shows 
a rise.  There  was  one  death  among  illegitimate  babies  under  one  year 
old.  Of  the  13  infants  who  died,  10  wore  under  a month  old.  The 
commonest  cause  of  death  v/as  prematurity. 


SECTIOH  B. 


Health  Services  for  the  Borough  pr ovided  by 
other  Authorit ies . 

Ambulance  Facilities s Provided  by  the  County  Council.  An  ambulance  is 
available  in  Flint  on  a 24“hour  service.  Transport  for  all  cases  is 
provided  by  the  Ambulance  Department,  which  is  administered  by  the 
County  Health  Department. 

Home  Nursing  ) 

Home  Help  ) Service  provided  by  the 

Midv/ifery  in  the  Homo  ) County  Council, 

Health  Visiting  ) 

Tuberculo’sis  Health  Visiting  ) 

Vaccinations  By  arrangement  with  the  Local  General  Medical  Practitioners, 
or  by  the  Medical  Officer  on  request. 

Treatment  Clinics  and  Centres  s The  follov/ing  Table  gives  particulars  of  the 
Centres  and  Clinic  at  which  facilities  for  consultation  and/or  treatment 
arc  available  to  'che  residents  of  the  Borough, 
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Clinic 


Situation, 


Dates  and  Times  of 
Openings, 


Tuberculosis. 

(Provided  by  the  Reg- 
ional Hospital  Board). 

and  at  the 


Cottage  Hospital, Ho lyv/ell. 
Oakl ands , Quo  e ns  fe  r ry^ 
Chest  Clinic,  Wrcxlmm. 


Every  Tuesday  10o30-a.m. 
Every  Tifed.  10-a.m, 


Ante-Ha-tal , 

(provided  by  the  County 
Council). 


The  Clinic,  Boro'  Grove, 
Flint. 

Tabernacle  Schoolroom, 
Bagillt  0 


1st  & 3rd  Thursday  of 
month  9«30-a.m.  - 12  noon. 
1st  & 3rd  Thursday 
1.30-p.m.  - 4.30-p.m, 


Ophthalmic  Clinics. 

(Provided  by  the  County  The  Clinic,  Holywell. 
Council). 

Hew  Clinic,  Shot ton. 

Infant  Welfare 
and  Post  ITatal. 

(Provided  by  the  County  The  Clinic,  Boro' Grove, 
Council).  Flint, 


Tabernacle  Schoolroom, 
Bagillt , 

School  Clinic. 

(Provided  by  the  County  The  Clinic,  Boro' Grove, 
Council),  Flint, 


Cough  Immunisation. 


(Provided  by  the  County 
Council) , 


The  Clinic,  Boro 'Grove, 
Flint . 


Anti-pol 
immu  nisation. 

At  all  clinics  by  appointment. 


2nd  & 4fh  Tuesdays  of 
the  month  by  appointment, 
1st  & 3rd  Mondays  by 
appointment. 


Every  Monday  1,30  - 
4.30-p.m,  Medical  Officer 
attends  2nd  & 4'th  Monday 
each  month. 

Thursdays  1,30. -4.30-p.m. 


Every  Tuesday  9.30-a.m. 
- 12  noon. 


2nd  Friday  each  month 
9.30-a,m,  - 12  noon. 


Orthopaedic, 

(provided  by  the  Reg- 
ional Hospital  Board), 


Holywell  Cottage  Hospital. 

Shot ton  - Hew  Clinic, 
Central  School, 


2nd  & 4"th  Friday  each 
month  10-a,m.  - 12  noon, 
1st  & 3rd  Wed.  each  month 
10-a.m.  - 12  noon. 


Clinic. 


Dates  and  Times  of 
Openings, 


Situation. 

B.G.G.  iimnunisation 
against  Tuberculosis. 

(For  children  botv/een  13-14  This  is  done  in  school,  v/ith 
years).  the  consent  of  the  parents. 


Dental . 

(Provided  by  the  County 
Council) . 


The  Clinic,  Boro 'Grove, 
Flint, 


Tuesday  9.30-a.m,  and 
other  days  (by 
appointment ) . 


Other  Clinic  facilities  include  - 


Ultra-violet  therapy  - at' Holywell. 

Ear,  Hose  and  Tioroat  Clinic  - " " 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic  - " " 

Hospital  Accommodation.  This  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
Facilities  are  available  at  Flint  Cottage  Hospital.  Residents  are  also 
admitted  to  otlior  hospitals  in  the  Region, 


SECTIOH  C, 

Public  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Borough  Council. 

Water  Supplys  The  arrangement  by  which  the  Council  obtains  its  bulk  water 
supply  from  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  continued  throughout  the  year.  Due,  no 
doubt,  to  the  work  of  leak  detection  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Surveyor's  staff 
and  to  the  co-operation  received  from  the  public  in  preventing  waste  it  was 
not  ncccsso.ry  for  tho  supply  to  bo  shut  off  altogether  at  any  time  during  the 
period  of  severe  drought.  In  order  to  carry  out  essential  repairs  it  was 
necessary  to  cut  off  the  water  supply  to  various  parts  of  the  Borough  on  one 
or  two  occasions,  and  warning  is  given  in  good  time  v/henevor  this  is  likely 
to  occur.  On  such  occasions  householders  would  be  v/oll  advised  to  have  one 
clean  bucket  available  which  they  should  fill  direct  from  the  tap  shortly  before 
the  shut-off  and  which  water  can  be  used  for  drinking  by  tho  family.  Simply 
filling  tho  bath  and  subsequently  dipping  tho  water  out  for  all  uses  with  all 
kinds  of  utensils  is  dangerous  and  unnecessary.  Every  householder  should  also 
ensure  that  there  is  a cover  over  their  mains  water  storage  tank  and  that  this 
tank  is  thoroughly  clean  at  all  times,  I see  no  reason  why  this  essential 
piece  of  household  equipment  should  not  receive  a spring  clean,  but  because  it 
is  not  often  seen  it  is  usually  forgotten.  If  anti-splash  devices  are  fitted 
to  taps  these  should  be  removed  and  thoroughly  scrubbed  at  least  once  a week. 
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A total  of  73  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  five  fewer  than  in 
1955 • Five  of  these  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  all  were 
satisfactory.  Of  the  69  samples  vkich  v/oro  taken  for  hacteriological 
examina,tion  8 were  graded  as  "Unsatisfactory" , one  as  "Fair"  and  repeats 
were  requested  in  two  cases.  The  remaining  58  samples  were  all  classed 
as  "Scutisfactory",  Four  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  from  the 
long  abandoned  Coed  Onn  supply,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  treatment  that 
would  he  necessary  if  the  prolonged  drought  should  necessitate  the  use  of 
the  supply  once  again.  One  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  was  taken  from 
a private  shallov/  well  supply  a,t  a farm  and  advic^  on  the  treatment  of  this 
ViTater  was  given.  The  remaining  samples  which  were  classed  as  ■ • * 

"Unsatisfactory",  "Uair"  or  whore  repeats  were  requested  were  either  drawn 
directly  or  indirectly  from  the  Little  London  Reservoir,  Very  extensive 
v/orks  to  the  roof  of  this  reservoir  were  then  carried  out,  the  reservoir 
was  emptied,  thoroughly  cleansed  and  a protective  kerb  built  along  its 
edges,  the  water  flow  in  the  reservoir  improved  and  a chlorinating  plant 
installed.  This  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Surveyor's  Department 
and  since  then  all  samples  taken  either  directly  or  indirectly  from  the 
reservoir  have  been  classed  a.s  "Excellent"  or  "Satisfactory", 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  question  of  the  amalgamation  of  water 
underto.ki.ngs  Y/as  put  forward  by  the  Ministry,  Discussion  on  this  matter  is 
still  proceeding.  Should  the  Council's  Y/ater  undertaking  eventually  be 
a,bsorbed  and  be  administered  by  a Water  Board  I would  request  that  the 
Council  do  their  utmost  to  ensure  that  the  Council  should  have  the  right 
to  sample  the  water  supplied  to  the  Borough  whenever  and  wherever  it  is 
thought  fit  so  to  do.  The  arrangement  in  some  areas  v/hereby  a local 
authority  officer  can  only  take  a water  sample  if  he  is  accompanied  by  an 
official  of  the  undertaking  distributing  the  Y/ater  is  considered  to  be 
most  undesirable. 


Sewers  and  Sewerages  Once  again  no  vi^orks  of  new  main  sewerage  were  carried 
out  during  the  year.  Schemes  covering  practically  the  whole  of  the  Borough 
have,  however,  boon  prepared  in  outline,  but  the  total  cost  of  them  is 
someY/ha,t  frightening.  That  every  one  of  the  schemes  is  essential  cannot, 
however,  be  doubted  for  a moment.  The  drainage  arrangements  in  much  of 
Bagillt  belong  to  the  17th  century,  and  in  Flint  part  of  the  Chester  Road 
soY/or  is  so  over-loaded  that  it  is  a constant  source  of  worry  and  may  yet 
give  rise  to  very  serious  trouble  indeed,  IThilst  there  are  feY/er  residents 
in  Flint  Mountain  the  position  there  is  no  less  serious  merely  for  this 
reason.  At  Manor  Estate  the  existing  plant  is  completely  useless  and  there 
is  also  the  urgent  need  for  new  sev/erage  to  serve  much  of  the  land 
scheduled  for  development  which  ?/ork  cannot  go  ahead  because  of  the  absence 
of  this  elementary  amenity.  The  problem  could  hardly  be  of  a graver  nature. 

It  is  bound  to  bo  some  years  before  the  whole  of  the  worlcs  of  sewerage 
required  can  be  carried  out.  In  the  meantime  one  of  our  aims  must  bo  to 
ensure  that  the  existing  sowers,  pa,rticularly  those  in  Bagillt,  are  used  to 
the  maximum  possible  extent.  It  is  expected  that  the  conversion  of  earth 
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earth/ 

closets  to  water  closets,  with  the  aid  of  a grant  from  the  Council,  will 
he  started  during  the  next  financial  year.  This  aspect  is  just  as 
important  as  providing  new  sewers  and  the  progressive  reduction  in  the 
numbers  of  earth  closets  from  voar  to  year  ¥/ill  bo  of  great  value  to  the 

Borough.  Call  then  what  you  will,  earth  closets,  pail  closets,  dry 

closets  or  a.nything  else  the  fact  remains  that  we  have  over  5OO  of  these 

insanitary  objects  still  in  use  in  1957.  We  all,  I think,  look  forward 

to  the  day  when  the  remaining  sanitary  pails  in  the  Council's  stores 
arc  written  off  as  useless  stock. 


Public  Cloansin^.cs 

(a)  House  refuse  collection  and  disposal;  There  wore  no  groat  alterations 

to  this  service  during  the  year  and  generally  speaking  it  ran  fairly 

smoothly.  I am  still  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  service,  however, 
and  hope  that  some  re-organisation  and  the  use  of  a different  type  of 
vehicle  will  bo  possible  within  the  next  year  or  so.  The  chargohand 
system,  v/hcroby  each  driver  is  responsible  for  his  own  gang  and  the 
vehicle,  worked  very  well  indeed  and  was  found  to  bo  far  more  efficient 
than  the  earlier  system  of  havirjg  one  foreman.  It  is  also  very  pleasing 
that  this  improvement  is  costing  loss  than  the  old  system.  Unless  there  are 
more  than  ton  vehicles  I do  not  think  that  the  employment  of  a foreman  is 
the  best  way  of  supervising  labour  on  this  work. 

Mechanisation  of  refuse  disposal  is  proceeding  apace  all  over  the 
country  and  it  is  extremely  unfortunate  that  the  amount  of  work  at  the 
tips  for  a bulldozer  does  not  warrant  the  purchase  of  such  a valuable 
piece  of  plant.  Miniature  tractors  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  by  any  means 
satisfactory  for  this  work  and  therefore  the  heavier  plant  is  hired.  Hiring 
can  only  bo  done  at  fairly  lengthy  intervals  because  the  cost  of  hiring  for 
an  hour  or  so  can  be  very  costly.  There  are  many  occasion^  \/hon 
the  use  of  earth  moving  plant  for  a short  time  would  be  extremely  beneficial 
but  the  work  has  to  wait  until  more  is  available, 

(b)  Hightsoil  collection  and  disposals  The  collection  of  nightsoil  is  a 
constant  source  of  worry  and  the  sooner  the  necessity  for  this  service 
ceases  the  better.  I do  not  think  that  any  job  could  possibly  be  less 
attractive  to  labour.  The  work  savours  too  strongly  of  the  dark  ages  and  I 
often  wonder  when  one  hears  of  a loan  for  a proposed  sev/erage  scheme  being 
refused  whether  those  responsible  have  over  seen  buckets  being  emptied  at 
dead  of  night.  The  problem  of  earth  closets  in  the  Borough  of  Flint  is  only 
part  of  a national  problem.  Nationally  wo  may  be  proud  of  the  fact  that 
99^  of  the  houses  in  England  and  V/alos  have  a piped  water  supply  but  I 
wonder  whether  there  vi^ill  bo  the  same  typo  of  announcement  made  about  the 
number  of  houses  that  havo  a W.C,,  or  will  this  figure  bo  conveniently 
forgotten? 
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(c)  Salvage  Collection  and  Sales  The  wastepapor  market  was  extremely 
difficult  during  the  year.  Wq  had  reached  the  stage  where  paper  was 
floviring  in  regularly  and  evenly  when  the  quota  system  was  introduced- hy 
the  Board  Mills.  As  a result  of  this  all  the  paper  that  was  collected 
could  not  he  sold  and  several  tons  had  to  he  stored.  To  ha,ve  ceased  making 
a separate  collection  of  paper  would  only  have  changed  one  problem  into 
anotherj  for  large  quantities  of  paper  on  the  tips  make  the  risk  of  fire 
even  (qroater  and  the  proper  consolidation  of  the  tip  almost  impossible. 
Apparently  the  demand  for  products  made  from  waste  paper  is  greater  than 
ever  and  the  sole  reason  for  the  falling  off  of  the  demand  is  that 
insufficient  milling  facilities  are  available.  A now  mill  should  go  into 
production  in  1957  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  we  shall  soon  be  back  to 
the  position  of  being  able  to  sell  all  the  waste  paper  that  can  be  baled. 

(d)  Street  Cleansings  It  now  gives  mo  some,  (not  much) , pleasure  when 
members  of  the  general  public  complaijm  bitterly  that  the  part  of  the  street 
in  front  of  their  house  is  dirty.  Prior  to  the  purchase  of  the  mechanical 
sweeper  the  complaints  were  that  the'  whole  of  the  town  was  dirty.  This 
vehicle  has  improved  the  cleanliness  of  the  streets  out  of  all  recognition 
and  it  gave  extremely  satisfactory  service  throughout  the  year. 

The  litter  problem  is,  of  course,  ever  with  us  and  I am  afraid  that  only 
an  anti-litter  act  will  provide  the  solution.  Exhortations  by  poster  to 
"Keep  Britain  Tidy”  appear  to  have  little  real  effect  and  this  is  not 
surprising  when  one  considers  the  mass  of  advertising  that  confronts  one  at 
every  turn  today.  Appeals  in  huge  letters,  to  buy  this,  oat  that  or  drink 
something  else  are  such  a part  of  our  daily  life  that  an  appeal  not  to  throw 
down  paper  (which  restraint  the  individual  concerned  cannot  possibly  see 
will  benefit  him  or  her)  is  hardly  perceived,  far  less  acted  upon,  I think 
that  the  chances  of  success  of  an  anti-litter  campaign  in  the  countryside 
are  fairly  good  merely  because  there  is  loss  advertising  there.  In  a town, 
however,  I think  that  the  problem  is  of  an- entirely  different  nature  and 
must,  therefore, be  treated  in  a different  way. 

(e)  Street  Gully  Emptying?  This  work  was  carried  out  on  a rota  system  as  ' 
has  been  the  case  for  some  years.  The  frequency  of  cleansing  was  increased, 
hov\rever,  and  the  vehicle  is  now  employed  on  this  work  for  two  days  every 
Vireok, 


Septic  Tank  and  Cesspool  em^ptyings  The  emptying  of  septic  tanks  is 
carried  out  free  of  charge  once  per  year  for  domestic  properties  in  the 
Borough,  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  practice  of  hiring  out  the 
vehicle  for  private  work  outside  the  Borough  had  to  be  stopped  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  the  Council’s  ovm  work,  I v/ould  again  urge  householders 
whose  properties  drain  to  septic  tanks  to  avail  themselves  of  the  emptying 
service.  Contrary  to  the  opinion  of  many,  a septic  tank  and  filter  will  not 
operate  satisfactorily  for  years  on  end  without  attention.  Regular  emptying 
of  a septic  tank  can  prevent  the  necessity  for  the  costly  operation  of 
emptying  the  filter  part  of  the  plant. 
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Rodent  Controls  The  numhor  of  complaints  of  infestations  hy  rats  or  mice 
was  practically  the  same  as  in  1955>  104  complaints  being  dealt  with. 

In  dealing  with  these  complaints  the  rodont  operator,  who  is  an 
extremely  conscientious  employee,  made  a total  of  536  visits  to 
properties  of  all  descriptions. 


Apart  from  complaints  a routine  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried 
out,  every  maiibole  being  baited.  The  sev/ers  laid  in  Bagillt  a few  years 
ago  shov/od  no  sign  of  rat  infestation,  but  in  Flint  infestations  were 
found  in  several  areas  and  poisoning  treatment  followed, 

I would  again  urge  householders  to  report  any  sign  of  rats  or  mice 
to  the  Public  Health  Department  immediately,  rather  than  try  and  deal 
with  the  infestation  themselves.  The  laying  of  poisons  by  householders 
is  not  only  rather  a dangerous  practice  but  often  makes  rodents  "poison 
sliy"  and  it  is  frequently  very  difficult  for  the  rodont  operator  to 
deal  effectively  v/ith  the  infestation  straight  away  when  he  is  eventually 
asked  to  ca,ll.  The  poison  most  commonly  used  by  the  Department  for 
domestic  infestations  is  the  safest  that  is  known  and  there  need  be  no 
fear  that  children  or  pots  will  run  any  risk  if  it  is  used  by  a skilled 
operator. 


Atmospheric  Pollution?  Dow  that  the  Clean  Air  Act  is  on  the  statute 
book  (parts  of  it  coming  into  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review) 
this  subject  can  be  discussed  a little  more  objectively. 


Smoko  Pollutions  There  are  two  distinct  parts  of  this  problem  which  must 
be  dealt  with  in  totally  different  ways, 

(a)  Industrial  Smoke  Pollution;  I think  that  even  the  managements  of 
the  smaller  factories  realise  that  "smoko  up  the  chimney  means  ' 
money  wasted"  and  yet  smoke  from  factory  chimneys  is  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception.  There  are  two  main  factors  essential 
to  good  boiler  house  practice,  good  stoking  and  a supply  of 
suitable  fuel.  Generally  speaking,  a very  real  interest  is  now 
I'oing  taken  in  the  training  of  stokers  and  the  popular  conception 
of  a stoker  as  being  a man  who  just  throws  coal  into  a furnace  is 
far  from  the  truth.  The  supply  of  fuel  must,  I think,  cause  boiler 
engineers  more  worry  than  any  other  point.  In  many  cases  a boiler 
has  boon  installed  and  fitted  with  the  correct  type  of  stoking 
apparatus  for  the  fuel  available,  and  a few  years  later  only  a 
totally  different  typo  of  fuel  can  bo  obtained.  This  has  meant, 
for  example,  that  the  management  of  one  large  factory  in  the 
Borough  have  had  to  spend  largo  sums  for  alterations  to  the 
stoking  plant  in  an  attempt  to  burn  the  different  fuel 
satisfactorily.  It  is  for  reasons  such  as  this  that  I am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Public  Health  Inspector  must  take  the  role  of 
advisor  when  dealing  with  this  typo  of  pollution,  and  indeed  under 
the  Clean  Air  Act  it  would  seem  that  this  is  precisely  what  is 
intended,  and  that  iDrosocutions  should  only  be  instituted  when 
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tlioro  is  sheer  neglige  nee, 

(b)  Bomestic  Smoko  Pollutions  This  is  a much  greater  xDroblem  than  that  of 
pollution  from  industrial  smoko  since  wo  are  attompting  to  deal  with 
dozens  of  small  furnaces,  t]io  makers  of  which  have  boon  sot  a 
practically  impossible  task  by  the  householder  as  long  as  he  (the 
Householder)  wishes  to  burn  bituminous  coal.  The  popularity  of  the 
ox)on  fire  shows  no  sign  of  lessoning  and  if  it  is  to  be  anything  like 
smokoloss  it  must  be  supplied  with  a smokeless  fuel.  The  availability 
and  price  of  such  a fuel  is  a seriously  limiting  factor  in  any 
attempt  to  control  domestic  smoke  at  the  moment.  I do  not  believe 
that  "Smokeless  Zones"  can  give  anything  like  nationv/ide  urban  area 
average  whilst  this  is  so.  The  demand,  however,  for  a cheaper 
smokeless  fuel  is  undoubtedly  grovfing  and  I hope  that  it  will 
eventually  bo  easier  to  obtain  such  fuel  than  bituminous  coal. 

Should  this  happen  tho  problem  of  domestic  smoke  will  largely  solve 
itself. 

(c)  Funo  Pollutions  There  is  little  further  to  report  on  this  subject 
vdiicli  is  still  causing  a great  deal  of  concern  in  certain  areas  of  the 
Borough,  Research  work  is  still  being  carried  on  by  the  firm 
concerned, 

(d)  Researchs  The  operation  of  the  atmospheric  filtration  plant  on 
behalf  of  tho  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign  continued  throughout 
the  year.  The  analysis  of  the  results  of  a six  months  operation  of 
this  and  similar  machines  elsewhere , together  with  figures  obtained 
from  the  auxilliary  equipment  shov/s  - 

(i)  That  the  level  of  smoke  pollution  at  the  centre  of  Flint  iss- 

Three  times  as  great  as  it  is  in  Llangefni, 

Approximately  69^  of  that  in  Chester, 

" 53^  " " " Birkenhead, 

" 41^  " " " Liverpool, 

(ii)  That  the  concentration  of  Sulphor  Dioxide  at  the  centre  of 
Flint  is?- 

2. 66  times  as  great  as  it  is  in  Llangefni, 

Approximately  72^  of  that  in  Chester, 

" 44^  " " " Birkenhead, 

" 28^  " " " Liverpool, 
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Inspection  of  Factories  (Factorios  Act,  1937)s  At  the  close  of  the  year 
the  nuFiher  of  factories  in  the  Borouj'jh  was  34^  two  fewer  than  at  the  end 
of  1955 • Ten  of  these  factorios  enploy  more  than  10  persons,  seven  employ 
more  than  20  and  three  more  than  500»  I't  was  necessary  to  request  the 
carrying’  out  of  work  at  one  factory,  but  this  was  done  promptly  as  a 
result  of  an  informal  letter  and  no  statutory  notices  v/oro  served  under 
the  Act.  Special  visits  were  paid  to  factorios  v/honevor  it  was  considered 
necessary  hut  no  complete  routine  inspections  wore  carried  out  owing  to 
pressure  of  other  work, 

Wo.  on  Registers  34 

No,  of  routine  inspoctionss  Nil 

No.  of  special  inspoctionss  5 

No  notifications  of  outv/orkors  wore  received  during  the  year. 


Sanitary  Inspections  and  Supervisions  Under  this  heading  come  all  the 
varied  other  matters  dealt  with  by  the  Department  and  not  mentioned 
specifically  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

Following  on  last  years  practice  no  tables  arc  published  in  this 
report  showing  the  numbers  of  visits  and  inspections  made  under  the  many 
subjects  dealt  with,  the  total  number,  however,  was  1,499*  A few  typical 
instances  of  items  dealt  with  in  195^  arc  given  below. 

Dofoctive  YJalls  Complaint  received  in  office  that  external  wall  of 
IDropcrty  was  defective.  On  visiting  house  find  it  is  ovmer/occupicd  and 
that  owner  is  concerned  at  damage  being  done  to  his  greenhouse  by  children 
pushing  loose  bricks  off  top  of  adjoining  garden  wall.  Advised  him  to 
contact  his  solicitor  as  matter  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  the  Council, 

Over-flowing  Septic  Tanks  Old  aged  pensioner  called  at  office  to  request 
Council  to  empty  septic  tank.  Since  this  was  done  only  four  months 
previously,  free  of  charge,  informed  him  that  charge  would  have  to  be 
made.  Knowing  that  property  is  fairly  close  to  main  sewer  suggest  that  I 
examine  drainage  v/ith  a view  to  advising  him  on  connection.  Old  aged 
pensioner  thinks  that  this  is  an  excellent  idea.  On  examination  find  that 
existing  drainage  falls.  the  wrong  way  so  that  a completely  new  drainage 
system  v/ill  bo  necessary.  Old  aged  pensioner  is  now  faced  with  the  option 
of  paying  fairly  regularly  for  the  emptying  of  the  ridiculously  small 
"septic  tank"  or  of  laying  out  £50  or  £60  for  connection  to  the  sewer. 
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Anthrax;  Sovoral  farms  in  tlio  Borough  lost  covfs  through  t]iis  disoaso  during 
the  year.  Fortunately  none  of  them  were  producor/rotailers  and  all  their 
milk  production  was  going  for  pasteurisation  in  any  case.  Main  concern  was, 
therefore,  in  respect  of  raw  nilk  hoing  consumed  hy  the  farmers  household, 
and  advice  '.was  given  on  this  subject.  Only  consolation  is  that  there  are  few 
known  cases  of  human  "beings  contrac  ' ing  anthrax  by  tne  consumption  of 
infested  milk. 


SECTION  D. 


Housing, 


New  riousos;  The  remaining  eight  houses  on  the  Maes  G-vvyn  estate  were 
completed  during  the  year  under  review  and  in  a,ddition  to  these  the  further 
15  houses  to  complete  the  development  on  the  Lloyd  Street  and  Evans  Street 
site  were  also  handed  over.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  936  houses 
wore  owned  by  the  Council,  of  which  475  boon  built  since  1945* 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council's  waiting  lists  decreased  very 
slightly  and  the  position  at  the  end  of  December  is  shown  by  the  following 
figures,  vdiich  wore  supplied  by  your  Housing  Manager, 


at 

No.  of  applicants; 

No,  in  rooms  and  overcrowded; 

No,  in  rooms  not  overcrowded; 

No,  in  structurally  separate  dwellings  and 
overcrowded; 

No.  in  structurally  separate  dwellings  and 
not  overcrowded; 

No,  of  applicants  requiring  old  people’s 
dwellings; 

Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the 
most  sympathetic  to  the  special  cases  that  I Imvo 
I greatly  appreciate  their  continued  assistance. 


31.12.55 

, at  31.12.56, 

491 

486 

157 

141 

112 

119 

98 

99 

124 

127 

35 

44 

Housing 

Committee  have  been 

brought  to  their  notice  and 


Progress  of  now  housing  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  is  indicated  by 
the  following  figures;- 


No.  of  houses  completed  in  1956; 

(a)  Council  - 23  (b)  Private  enterprise  - 9 (c)  Total  - 32, 
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At  tliG  end  of  tliG  year  a further  34  Council  houses  and  17  private 
houses  wore  under  construction, 

Existin/?  Housin.'^g  The  year  was  essentially  one  of  "/jettinG^  under  way" 
as  far  as  slum  clearance  was  concerned.  The  pattern  had  been  given  by 
the  Minister’s  approval  to  the  proposals  submitted  by  the  Council  in 
accordance  with  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954»  Some  slum 
clearance  v/ork  (unfit  properties  acquired  by  the  Council  by  agreement) 
was  carried  out  and  the  properties  were  demolished.  A total  of  eleven 
families  v/ere  rehoused  as  a result  of  this.  A great  deal  of 
administrative  preparatory  work  was  done  in  respect  of  the  whole  slum 
clearance  programme  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  formal  detailed 
inspections  of  properties  was  started  with  a view  to  bheir  representation 
under  Part  III  of  the  1936  Act,  although  the  first  Clearance  Area  was 
not  declared  until  early  in  1957 • There  have  been  many  attempts,  by  means 
of  "five  year  plans"  and  otherwise  to  got  rid  of  all  unfit  property  in  the 
country,  none  of  which  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  their  objective  because 
of  changes  in  national  circumstances  of  either  a financial  or  military 
character.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  nothing  v/ill  thwa,rt  this  latest 
attempt  altogether  or  that,  in  particular,  the  national  economy  v/ill  force 
the  programme  down  to  a rate  of  progress  that  will  be  tantamount  to  paying 
mere  lip  service  to  the  housing  needs  of  the  community. 

The  Slum  Clearance  (Compensation)  Act  cane  on  the  ste.tute  book  during 
the  year  and  v/as  yet  another  addition  to  the  already  numerous  Acts 

dealing  with  housing. 


SECTION  . E. 


Food  and  Drugs. 

Milks  The  number  of  milk  samples  taken  was  twenty— one.  Pour  of  these 
were  examined  bactoriologically  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  organisms. 
In  no  case  was  there  a positive  result.  Seventeen  of  the  samples  were  of 
pasteurised  milk  and  none  of  these  failed  to  pass  the  phosphatase  test,  but 
four  failed  to  pass  the  metliylene  blue  (keeping  quality)  tost.  Again  these 
failures  were  undoubtedly  due  to  the  difficulties  that  were  mentioned  in 
last  year’s  report,  namely  those  of  complying  with  the  regulations  for  the 
collection  and  delivery  of  samples,  it  cannot  be  said  therefore  that  the 
failures  were  a reflection  on  the  retailers  concerned. 

The  consumer  could,  by  a very  small  amount  of  effort,  ensure  that  milk 
is  in  as  good  a condition  when  consumed  as  it  is  when  delivered  to  the  house. 
Milk  is  often  delivered  very  early  in  the  morning  and  domestic  animals 
frequently  contaminate  the  bottles.  The  first  thing  that  the  householder 
should  do  after  taking  the  milk  into  the  house  is  to  wash  round  the  neck  and 
top  of  each  bottle.  Milk  should  then  bo  stored  in  the  coolest  possible 
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place  and  there  is  nothing  simpler  than  to  keep  milk  cool  on  a hot  day.  All 
that  is  required  is  to  half  fill  a saucepan  with  vrater  and  to  stand  the 
unopened  hottlos  in  the  water  and  cover  them  with  a wet  teacloth  the  edges  of 
which  must  dip  into  the  v/ater. 

Finally,  I v/ould  appeal  again  to  consumers  to  rinse  milk  bottles 
thoroughly  immediately  the^'-  are  emptied  and  to  return  them  promptly  to  the 
retailer.  The  use  of  milk  bottles  as  containers  for  paraffin,  as  measures 
for  homo  "perm*'  solutions  etc.  is  most  unwise.  The  taint  of  such  liquids  is 
extremely  hard  to  remove  even  in  the  most  up~to~dato  bottle  washing  plant. 


Ice-Creams  There  is  still  only  one  ice-cream  manufacturer  in  the  Borough  and 
the  heal?  treatment  method  is  used.  The  complete  cold  mix  has,  I think,  not 
proved  as  popular  as  was  envisaged.  The  total  number  of  premises  in  the 
Borough  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  is  now  33, 

Seven  ice-cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  five  of  which 
were  Provisional  Grade  I and  the  other  two  Provisional  Grade  II,  These 
results  are  satisfactory. 


Food  Promises s The  only  noteworthy  change  as  far  as  the  numbers  of  various 
types  of  food  promises  are  concerned  v/as  in  the  decrease  of  the  number  of 
bakeries.  This,  however,  is  taking  place  on  a national  scale  and  many  small 
units  arc  going  out  of  business.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  various  types 
of  promises  numbered  as  follows s- 


Gafes,  Canteens  and  Restaurants  I4 
Grocery  Shops  42 
General  Stores  11 
Pish  and  Chip  Shops  5 
Sweet  Shops  ' 11 
Greengrocery  Shops  10 
Butchers  Shops  I4 
Fishmongers  Shops  2 
Bakeries  5 
Ice-cream  Factories  1 
Dairies  1 

Total  ..  ,,  , . 116 


In  each  case  the  premises  have  been  classified  according  to  the 
predominant  trade.  Of  the  above  premises  32  are  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream,  1 for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  and  7 for  the  manufacture  of 
preserved  food. 
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It  is  hoped  that  the  rcatine  inspection  of  food  premises  will  start 
again  in  1957 • Unfortunately  none  of  this  work  was  done  in  195^  and 
although  many  of  the  premises  were  visited  in  connection  with  specific 
matters  the  position  was  generally  far  from  satisfactory.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  work  to  he  done  following  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955?  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  If  this 
legislation  is  to  be  dealt  with  properly  it  is,  I think,  essential  that 
all  food  i)^Qmises  should  bo  visited  at  least  four  times  a year  as  a 
routine. 


Unsound  Foods  Apart  from  homo  killed  moat  the  followin*g  food  stuffs  were 
examined  and  found  to  bo  unfit  for  human  consumption:- 


lb. 

oz, 

Tinned  moats 

83 

8 

" fruits 

18 

12 

" vegetables s 

75 

2 

" milks 

34 

0 

Plastic  wrapped  hams 

66 

6 

Carcase  beefs 

63 

0 

Fishs 

14 

0 

Fishcakes s 

8 

0 

Syrups 

102 

0 

Total  ..  ..  464  12 


The  examination  of  unsound  food  is  mostly  carried  out  at  the  shop 
concerned.  The  surrender  certificates  are  brought  back  to  the  office  and 
v/hen  the  shop-keeper  has  delivered  the  unsound  food  to  the  depot,  (where 
it  is  kept  prior  to  disposal  in  specially  locked  dustbins),  the 
certificates  are  handed  over  to  the  person  who  has  surrendered  the  food* 
All  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  by  burying  it  at  the  tip.  The  Council 
decided,  in  my  opinion  quite  rightly,  that  they  would  not  take  advantage 
of  Section  98  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955>  which  gives  the  power  to 
charge  for  the  examination  of  food,  I feel  that  the  cost  of  collection 
might  well  ha,vc  boon  higher  than  the  income,  and  that  apart  from  the 
financial  aspect  such  a charge  might  well  have  had  an  extremely  adverse 
effect  upon  the  co-operation  received  from  those  in  the  food  trade  over 
all  food  hygiene  matters. 


Moat  Inspections  Two  private  slaughterhouses  were  in  use  during  the  year 
and  the  number  of  animals  killed  wore  as  follows s- 

Boasts!  69 
Calves s I5 
Pigss  910 
Sheeps  1,021 
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I am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  again  this  year  that  every  one  of 
these  aniiraals  was  inspected  post-mortorna  This  involved  149  visits  to  the 
slaughterhouses  .and  again  v/as  not  achieved  without  considerable  difficulty. 

The  following  table  gives  semi-detailed  results  of  the  moat  inspection 
ca,rried  out. 


Cattle 
Excluding 
C ows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Horses. 

Number  killed 

69 

Nil 

1,021 

910 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

69 

18 

1,021 

910 

^ ' 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticorci 

?/hole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  pa.rt 

or  organ  v^ras  condemned 

8 

Nil 

30 

88 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspocted  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 


cysticerci 

11.6 

- 

Nil 

2.9 

9.8 

- 

Tuberculosis  only 
VHiole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  a,ffected  with 


tuberculosis 

2.9 

— 

Nil 

Nil  1.9 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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SECTION  P. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  other 
Notifiable  Disoasos~To^cludin(?  Tuberculosis)  - 1956« 


TABL'2  X. 


Name  of  Disease, 

Scarlet  Fever 
Ilhoopin^j  Cough 
Acute  Pneunonia 
Measles 
D^ysontory 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Erysipelas 
Pood  poisoning 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Puerperal  pyrexia 

Total  , . 


Cases  Notified, 


77  (0) 

3 (15) 

48  (105) 

5 (l 

0 (l 

1 (O) 

46  (o) 

3 (3) 


..  184  (128) 


(The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1955)* 


Deaths , 


3 (10) 


Prom  Table  X it  will  be  seen  tha,t  there  v/as  an  increase  in  the  prevalence 
of  infectious  diseases.  Most  of  the  measles  cases  occurred  in  the  first  half 
of  the  year,  and  whooping  cough  in  the  third  quarter. 


During'  the  summer  there  was  an  outbreak  of  what  appeared  to  be  food 
poisoningj  The  complaint  affected  persons  of  all  age-groups,  a,nd  syraptons 
varied  from  nausea  to  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  with  prostration.  Prolonged 
investigations  wore  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  staff,  with  the  full 
co-operation  of  other  departments  'whore  necessary.  Many  hundreds  of  visits 
v;oro  made  and  many  samples  taken.  The  water  supply  was  closely  investigated* 
Pood  shops  v;oro  examined  and  large  numbers  of  samples  taken.  None  wore  found 
to  carry  any  infection.  Samples  were  obtained  from  as  many  of  the  patients  as 
possible,  and  from  the  largo  number  of  specimens  examined  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  in  only  ten  cases  v;ere  disease-causing  germs  found.  Five  had 
Dysentery  (Shigella  Sonne),  and  five  had  Salmonella  Enteritidis  (Gaortner),  so 
it  viras  evident  that  the  trouble  v/as  not  duo  to  any  one  cause,  but  that  there 
wore  at  least  two  causes,  and  possibly  more.  Some  of  the  cases  investigated 
did  not  appear  to  bo  infective  in  origin,  but  wore  more  likely  duo  to  dietetic 
errors  in  hot  v/oather.  Tests  for  chemical  poisons  wore  all  negative.  The 
trouble  died  out  at  the  end  of  the  hot  'weather,  and  there  were  no  deaths 
attributed  to  it. 

There  vroro  throe  deaths  from  pneumonia,  compared  'with  ten  in  1955*  Three 
cases  of  polioryelitis  occurred,  two  children  and  an  adult.  All  recovered. 
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Analysis  of  ITotifipJolo  (inxoctious)  Disoasos, 


TABLE  XI. 


Number  of  Cases  notified  as  having  occurred  among  persons 


Liaease of  the  ages  iDjaediatoly  below  specified. 


Under 

1. 

2^  3» 

4~ 

5-9 

10-14  15- 

24  25  & 

over 

Tot al. 

lidiooping  cough 

7 

7 

10  12 

15 

24 

1 

1 

77 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

2 

- - 

1 

3 

Measles 

2 

4 

4 8 

17 

13 

- - 

- 

48 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal 

1 

2 

2 

— 

mmm 

5 

infection 

1 

- 

— — 

— 

- 

— — 

— 

1 

Under 

5. 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65 

and  over. 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

3 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Pood  poisoning 

13 

15 

14 

2 

2 

46 

Total 

184 

TABLE  XII.  - TUBERCULOSIS. 
New  Cases  Notified  in  1956. 

Age 

Respirat ory 

Non-Respiratory 

Groups 

Ma,les, 

Females , 

Males. 

Females, 

Under  5 years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5=14  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15“24  years 

1 

3 

1 

- 

25“44  years 

- 

3 

- 

- 

45-64  years 

3 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

2 

— 

— 

- 

Unknov/n 

— 

— 

— 

1 

All  ages 

6 

6 

1 

1 

There  was  1 death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.,  compared  with  1 in  1955» 
There  were  no  deaths  from  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis, 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  Table  that  there  were  12  new  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  2 non-pulmonary  cases.  (Figures  for  1955  wore  10 
and  2),  The  continued  number  of  cases  notified  does  not  necessarily  mean  that 
the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  is  incroasingj  but  it  implies  that  fewer  cases 
remain  undetected. 
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Satisfactory  housing  lias  a considcrablo  effect  upon  the  recovery  of  cases 
of  tuberculosis  and^  vdiero  noccssary,  "points"  up  to  ten  are  given  on 
raodical  grounds  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  who  arc  applicants  for  a council 
house.  I must  continue  to  bo  extrenoly  grateful  to  the  Council  for  their 
continued  sympathetic  consideration  of  those  cases,  and  to  your  Housing 
Mana,gor,  Hr.  H.  Byrne,  for  his  close  co-operation  with  the  Health  Department, 

Hass  X-ray  - 19^5-*! 9 PrOi;;rannOa  I’ho  Mass  Radiograpliy  Unit  of  the  ?/olsh 
Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  Flint  and  was  stationed  at  the  Clinic,  Borough 
Grove,  829  persons  (314  nialcs,  515  fcnialos)  wore  examined.  Ho  definite  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  were  found, .but  5 persons  required  further  supervision. 

Chest  abnormalities  wore  found  in  9 persons  (5  males,  4--lomales) . The  Unit 
visited  many  factories  in  the  County  and  the  numbers  of  persons  examined  are 
not  included  in  the  above  figures.  School  children  of  13  years  and  over  are 
included  in  the  above  totals. 


Rational  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47) • 

National  Assist a,nco  (Am.ondracnt)  Act,  1951  • 

(Removal  to  suitable  pronisos  of  persons  in  need  of  care 

a,nd  attention.) 

No  cases  wore  dealt  ?/ith  under  these  Acts,  though  many  visits  were  made 
in  this  connection.  Elderly  persons  living  alone  need  sympathetic  supervision 
and  this  is  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  the  County  HocT,lth  and  V/olfaro 
Departments, 
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